Idiopatchic epilepsy is the most common neurological disorder among dogs. Idiopathic epilepsy is considered a genetic, thus inherited disease. Epilepsy is defined as repeated seizures, and because of this dogs that have had only one seizure are not yet considered to have epilepsy. Individual seizures can be caused by, for example by poisoning. Repeated epileptic seizures can be caused by the disease itself, brain disorders or metabolic diseases. Metabolic diseases (such as liver or kidney disease) can be eliminated by a blood test. Brain diseases are shown as deficiencies in neurological activity, in which neuronal activity of the brain and the position sensing reaction are tested. Brain disorders are diagnosed by magnetic imaging of the brain. In electroencephalograms, epileptic activity can also be identified between seizures.

Barbets seem to have both juvenile and adult onset epilepsy.  In juvenile epilepsy, the seizures seem to be serious and dogs have even been put down because of the condition. Regarding Barbets it is important to get more information about the quantity of affected dogs, the age of onset, the nature of the disease and the amount of seizures. In addition it would be important to identify the mode of inheritance and the specific genetic mutation causing epilepsy in Barbets. It is possible that juvenile and adult onset epilepsy are caused by different mutations.

This kind of examination and research can only be done, if people who own barbets are interested in resolving these issues. The first phase of this project would be to fill in the epilepsy questionnaire for all barbets. The questionnaire has several pages and it may take some time and require motivation of the dog owner, but it is the first and a very important step in barbet epilepsy research. 
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